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Annual Meeting of the Council
Minutes of the Council meeting of Crynant Community Council held at Crynant Community Centre, Woodland Road, Crynant, SA108RF on Thursday 29th May 2025.
Present:				Chair:	Cllr. B Morris
Councillors:				Cllr. S Keir, Cllr. H Mortimer, Cllr. C Hart, Cllr. S 						Waldron, Cllr. S Mortimer, Cllr. M Jones, Cllr. A Kingdon
In Attendance:		             Miss G Farthing (Clerk/RFO) & 1 Member of public
1. To receive apologies for absence
Cllr. C Willcox (Personal Commitment. Cllr J Reed resigned with immediate effect. ACTION: Clerk to inform NPT Electoral Services.
2. To receive nominations and to elect a Chairperson for the Council year 2025 – 2026
Cllr H Mortimer was nominated by Cllr Morris and seconded by Cllr Keir & Cllr C Willcox was nominated by Cllr Kingdon, but the motion was not seconded. Cllr H Mortimer was elected as the Chairperson, on a show of hands six voted for with one abstention. 
3. To receive the Chairperson’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr H Mortimer received and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
4. To receive nominations and to elect a Deputy Chairperson for the Council year 2025– 2026
Cllr B Morris was the only councillor nominated and seconded. On a show of hands Cllr B Morris was elected unanimously.
5. To receive the Deputy Chairperson’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Morris received and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
6. To receive Members declarations of personal and prejudicial interests in respect of this Agenda As per register- no individual declarations were received.
7. Matters pertaining to Committees:
a. Appointment of new committees and/or removal of committees
After a review of the current sub committees, it was PROPOSED, SECONDED & 		RESOLVED to add a working party committee and invite councillors onto those 		committees when a working party committee is actioned by full council.
b. Appointment of Members to existing committees
After a review of the Members that are in the current committees, it was PROPOSED, 	SECONDED & 	RESOLVED to add and remove some of the members from certain 		committees. ACTION: 	Organogram will be updated and sent out
c. To review the Terms of Reference for Committees
After a review of the terms of reference, it was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED to 	approve the new terms of reference.

8. To review Representation on external bodies
After a review of the external bodies, it was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED to add a new member to be Cefn Coed Colliery representative.
a. One Voice Wales Neath Area Committee – Cllr Morris
b. Cefn Coed Colliery – Cllr Jones
c. GCRE – Cllr Keir
d. Creunant Primary School Governing Body – Cllr Hart
e. NPT Town & Community Liaison Forum – Cllr Waldron
9. To discuss Internal Auditor arrangements for 3-year Contract 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED to appoint auditor KLG audit services for a 3year contract starting 2025-2026.
10. Matters pertaining to Governance and Finance
a. To review and adopt Standing Orders 
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED to approve the Standing orders.
b. To review Financial Regulations 
[bookmark: _Int_gR1AkRl7][bookmark: _Int_S8Zg6WFo]It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED that the current Financial Regulations were 	adopted. Council were made aware that there is a revised standard in process. ACTION: 	To defer revised financial regulations to finance & audit committee to work 		through and bring back any amendments required to full council.
c. To review Council’s Risk Schedule It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED: To 	adopt the policy risk schedule 
d. To review Fixed Assets 2024-25 It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED to accept 	the Fixed Assets Register for 2025
e. To review and confirm arrangements for the Council’s insurance cover.
The insurance cover was reviewed and the price of £4138.43. It was PROPOSED, 	SECONDED & RESOLVED to confirm the arrangements and authorise payment.
f. To consider information for the Annual Report 2024 – 2025 
Clerk presented council with draft report. It was agreed to send to all members for items 	to be included in the final annual report. ACTION: Clerk to send out draft.
g. To review Training plan and policy
The training policy and plan was reviewed. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED 	to accept the training policy and plan for the year 2025/2026.
Cllr. Rundle joined the meeting at 18:20pm
11. Matters pertaining to allowances in accordance with the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report
a. To consider Members Allowance protocol
b. To consider Senior members allowance protocol 
c. To determine optional payments
Clerk informed council that a motion was to be put in to amend the agenda item 11.b. 	to be payments for senior Members allowance. It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & 		RESOLVED to approve this motion. Councillors were advised that all were entitled to 	£156 for the year which was now considered and expense under ITEPA Income Tax 	(Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 and payments would be made to all Councillors in the 	first week of July unless Councillors stated in writing that they wished to decline the 	payment prior to that date. Council has also agreed that consumables could be 		reclaimed in full on production of receipts. All councillors have received the opt in/ opt 	out form.
12. To determine the time and place of ordinary meetings of the Community Council up to and including the next Annual Meeting of the Council
It was PROPOSED, SECONDED & RESOLVED that Full Council meetings would take place on the last Thursday of the month at the time of 6.30 pm, with no meeting in August or December. The next AGM would be held in May 2026 at 6pm. ACTION: Clerk to upload Council meeting timetable for year 2025-2026 on the website.
Meeting Closed at 18:37pm
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